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ESSAYS

ill conformation of body, obtuse pain, or consti-
tutional defect of pleasurable sensation. What is
charged to the author, belongs to the man, who
would probably have been still more impatient,
but for the humanizing influences of the very
pursuit, which yet bears the blame of his irrita-
bility.

How then are we to explain the easy credence
generally given to this charge, if the charge itself
be not, as I have endeavoured to show, supported
by experience? This seems to me of no very diffi-
cult solution. In whatever country literature is
widely diffused, there will be many who mistake
an intense desire to possess the reputation of
poetic genius, for the actual powers, and original
tendencies which constitute it. But men, whose
dearest wishes are fixed on objects wholly out
of their own power, become in all cases more or
less impatient and prone to anger. Besides,
though it may be paradoxical to assert, that a
man can know one thing and believe the oppo-
site, yet assuredly a vain person may have so
habitually indulged the wish, and persevered in
the attempt to appear what he is not, as to become
himself one of his own proselytes. Still, as this
counterfeit and artificial persuasion must differ,
even in the person's own feelings, from a real
sense of inward power, what can be more natural,
than that this difference should betray itself in
suspicious and jealous irritability? Even as the